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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2014 – 15

Feb 12: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
Feb 13: Field Trip, Genealogy Library, Santa Rosa
Feb 21: CIG Meeting 10 am
Feb 25: General Meeting, LDS Church, 7:00 pm
Mar 7: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am

DNA Group
Meeting Thursday, Feb 12, 2015

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

We will discuss the three types of DNA test, covering 
how to interpret the results, what information they 

provide, and giving examples of their use.
Presented by Vernon Smith

Field Trip to the Sonoma County History 
and Genealogy Library in Santa Rosa

Friday, February 13, 2015
Sign up on the website here.

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, Feb 21, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: Organizing Your Genealogy Research 

- Paper and Digital
Presented by Gene Pennington

Get control of your valuable genealogy research, 
books, materials and pictures.

Saturday Breakfast, Mar 7, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on first Saturday each month at 

Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at
9:00 am. Join us for food and discussion. 

MCGS General Meeting, Feb 25, 2015, at 7:00 pm
“The Tax Man Found Your Ancestor – 

Can You?”
Presented by Karla Henderlong & 

Madeline Yanov
Tax records are important because they pre-date both 
federal and state censuses. Censuses are only taken 
every ten years, while tax records are created every 
year.  Thus, they are often considered a “yearly Cen-
sus” filling in the  gaps between censuses or replacing 
a missing census.  When the courthouse burns down, 
tax records are among the first records recreated.  
Madeline & Karla will provide tips for researching 
tax records, such as what to search and where to find 
them.   They own a full-service genealogy company. 
http://www.mygenealogyservices.com

Upcoming Events

SFBAJGS Sunday, Feb 22, 2015 at 1:00 pm.
“Family History of Klezmer Music ”
Presented by Gerry Tenney
Gerry will present a history of klezmer music, 
through both early and modern recordings, as well as 
live performance. Gerry is a long-time klezmer musi-
cian and Yiddish singer whose paternal grandmother 
came from a long line of klezmorim.
Oakland Family History Center
4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA 
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html 

Sacramento Genealogical Society
Root Cellar 2015 Spring Seminar, March 21, 2015.
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Presented by D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
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Joshua Taylor, a nationally-recognized Genealogist, 
will present four topics of interest at this all-day 
seminar.
More info

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, March 28, 2015, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Finding Living Women on the Internet” 
Presented by Ron Arons
Ron will cover, by example, the multitude of catego-
ries of websites that can be used to track down or 
simply discover living women. Women are inherently 
more difficult to track down than men. Why? Because 
they might be using their maiden name, their married 
name, or something else.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612          
Register here

California Genealogical Society
Sunday, March 29, 2015, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm.
“Scots-Irish Seminar” 
This all-day event will feature presentations by Fintan 
Mullan and Gillian Hunt of the Ulster Historical 
Foundation in Belfast, Northern Ireland.
Holiday Inn Hotel, 77 Hegenberger Road
Oakland, CA 94621
Registration and info.

Blog Spot

Our President, Sierra Pope tells about “Following A 
Shiny Star Into A Genealogy Black Hole”.

Kimberley Powell lists “8 Ways to Avoid Barking 
Up the Wrong Family Tree”

Randy Seaver urges us to watch  “Dear MYRTLE’s 
Hangouts On Air and YouTube Channel ”

“Genealogy Roadshow” airs in St. Louis on Febru-
ary 10, 2015.

Roberta Estes explains about “Autosomal DNA 2015 
– Which Test is the Best?”
 
Shelley Bishop, tells about  “ Learning About Ge-
netic Genealogy, Part 1 ” and “Part 2”.

“Dufficy Family of Marin” and “Eleanor Gerhardt 
of Mill Valley” articles by Cathy Gowdy are here.
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President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Nancy Fabian

Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Recycle - Mary Lee Sammis

Research - Cathy Gowdy
Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Saturday, and Monday

Marin County Coroner’s Inquest Records
Some new records have been posted by Vernon Smith 
to the Members-Only section of the MCGS website 
here, and include an index as a search aid.
These records for the years 1941–62 and 1964–67 
were copied by Cathy Gowdy from the original reg-
isters and contain information such as place of birth, 
date of death, place of death, age, residence, cause 
of death, marital status, disposition, and a few notes. 
Reports from the Marin Journal for two dates in 1927 
and 1928 are also there.
The early records for 1857-1910 for Marin County 
are available in book form and may be purchased on 
the website here. 
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Meet the Member - Shirley Copeland Hudson

I am your Happy Hospitality Hostess.  I was born 
and raised in Long Beach, California during a time 
when Long Beach was a popular beach town in the 
1930’s through the 1960’s.  My father worked for the 
Southern Pacific Railroad as a trainman.  That was a 
really good job to have during the Depression.  We 
traveled on the train quite often because it was free 
for Southern Pacific’s employees.  Even though I did 
not appreciate the experiences of those trips, I learned 
that I loved to travel.  I had that in mind, during high 
school, when we were asked to think about what we 
wanted to do as a career. I knew that I did not want 
to be a secretary, teacher or nurse, which were pretty 
much the only options at the time.  How about an Air-
line Stewardess?  At the time you had to be a nurse, 
so that was out.  Eventually, the airlines changed their 
requirements.  So in 1959 I was off to Airline Hostess 
training for TWA, who wanted to be different and use 
Hostess instead of Stewardess.  At the end of training 
we were asked to choose 3 towns for a base.  Boston, 
New York and Los Angeles were my choices but I 
was sent to San Francisco, which was a senior base.  
The 707 jets had just started flying and the need for 
Hostesses was a blessing in disguise for me.  I was 
never interested in San Francisco until then.  I met 
my husband, Bob, in Sun Valley during a “Learn to 
Ski Week”.  He also worked for Southern Pacific in 
the San Francisco office.  I was a little worried about 
how my husband and my dad would get along.  It was 
no problem.  We got married, had a son and daughter.  
Now I have 3 granddaughters ages 22, 6 and a baby 
of 7 months. 

My husband had an accident in 1987 and suffered 
severe brain damage.  He spent the next 8 years in a 

nursing home.  We had too much money for Medi-
Cal and not enough to pay for the home.  I had to get 
a job.  I worked in the Marin County Library system 
ending up at the Corte Madera Library.  The MCGS’s 
holdings were housed in that library at the time.  I 
was just beginning my family tree.

While going through my mother’s father’s household 
after he died at age 97, a paper was found with a 
list of family names and birth dates, etc.  One of the 
names was Daniel Boone. This was not “The” Daniel 
Boone but my aunt said that maybe we are related.  
That has been a journey I have been on ever since.  So 
far I have not found any proof but I am still searching.    

Travel used to be my priority but now I feel that I 
have been there and done that. I have learned that 
research is my real interest. In fact, I just found some 
information on my grandfather Adamson’s side.  His 
great grandmother, from England, wrote a diary about 
her life in Fayette County, Ohio and it is published.  
Now I have to find a copy.  It is a real challenge.

Another genealogy challenge is that my husband’s 
name was not Hudson.  It was Golusinski. His father 
died when he was four and his older brother had to go 
to work to help his mother with 6 children, of which 
Bob was the last.  Thinking that the name Golusinski 
might keep him from getting a job, he changed it to 
Hudson.  They lived on the South Side of Chicago, 
a melting pot of immigrants.  Complicating the story 
is that the mother was an orphan who was sent from 
New York to Chicago on the famous Orphan Train.  
No one in the family knows what country she came 
from.  The family story is that she came to this coun-
try with her mother and father.  After a while the 
mother went back to their country, leaving the father 
in charge of the daughter.  At some point he became 
unable, for whatever reason, to care for her and 
placed her in an orphanage.  She was sent from New 
York to Chicago where she was adopted by a family 
and eventually married.

If you are having problems with your Genealogy 
research, I would urge you to never give up.  Come to 
the MCGS library and visit me on Tuesday afternoons 
from 1 to 5 and we can search together.

Bring recyclable items to our general meetings!



Researching Hints –
• Search worldwide indexes for “John Doe’s” fam-
ily name
 • For a list of worldwide database indexes, use the 
links at the end of the Family Search Wiki article 
“Major Databases for Beginning United States Re-
search.” This contains state and national articles that 
describe record types useful to a particular place
• Check local histories, biographies and genealogies
• Town and county histories often have biographi-
cal information about citizens.  Look on-line in the 
“FamilySearch Catalog”
• Use Place Search:  from drop down put in State or 
County then use keyword History for counties; or 
State, County, Town-History for town histories.  Re-
peat for the topic Biography and again for Genealogy.

Remembrance
Beatrice “Boots” Bowman of San Rafael passed away 
on January 24, 2015. “Boots” and her husband John 
were long-time members of MCGS and have been 
residents of Marin County for more than 50 years.

Thanks to Edna Manzoni, and 
Bill and Carland Nicholson for recent donations to 

the Marin County Genealogical Society

 

Solution to the February 2015 Mystery Location 
Jepson Memorial Grove, Tomales Bay State Park.
This photo was acquired by the Anne T. Kent Cali-
fornia Room at the Marin County Free Libary with 
no caption. It took the resources of local historian, 
Dewey Livingston with his in-depth knowledge of 
Marin history, to identify it. The photo was taken at 
the dedication on Nov. 8, 1952 of a Memorial to the 
famous botanist, Professor Willis Linn Jepson, of 
the University of California. Jepson, known as the 
“dean of California botanists” authored many publica-
tions, including, most famously, the Jepson Manual: 
Vascular Plants of California. This is the “bible” of 
California botanists.  Read more in this article.

Please Welcome Our New Members:
Gary and Pamela McCart from Novato.
Pamela is researching Thornley, Cody, Jenkins, Os-
trowsky, Hennbuhl, Nohse, Morris and Jankowiak
Gary is researching Watters, Dascher, Schelle, Marshall, 
McCart, Fleet, Colley and Foster

Marin Mystery Location
Can you identify what is taking place and where this 
site is located in Marin County?        Photo Courtesy 
Anne T. Kent California Room, Marin County 
Free Library.     The solution is upside down below. 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Major_Databases_for_Beginning_United_States_Research
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Major_Databases_for_Beginning_United_States_Research
https://familysearch.org/catalog-search
https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/5638

